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On March 18, William G. Walker, deputy assistant secretary for Central America and Michael
Kozak, the State Department's deputy legal adviser, met with Gen. Manuel Antonio Noriega in
Panama City at least twice to discuss a possible arrangement for him to accept political asylum
in another country, probably Spain. If Noriega accepts asylum, said the US envoys, Washington
would promise to refrain from seeking his extradition. According to a communique by the Panama
Defense Forces press office on March 19, the general had rejected as "unacceptable" the demand
that he give up power and go into exile abroad. "The plans presented were listened to and rejected
as unfounded, unacceptable and anti-Panamanian," the statement said. It added that Noriega and
his General Staff "reiterate their permanent readiness to hold necessary conversations that tend to
resolve all Panamanian problems without conditions and that take account of national interests."
State Department spokesperson Charles Redman emphasized at a press briefing March 21 that
the US government was seeking the ouster of only Noriega and not of other Panamanian officers
despite claims by US government officials and Panamanian opposition leaders that many senior
military officers are involved in drug running and corruption. Department spokesperson Charles
Redman refused to confirm the details of the offer made to Noriega, but he disputed statements
by the general that the US had demanded that other Panamanian officers be ousted as well. Asked
why State thought the removal of only Noriega would improve the situation, Redman said, "I think
it's clear that the removal of Mr. Noriega will have a very large impact on the situation." Redman
described the continued presence of Noriega in Panama as "untenable." Noriega, he said, was losing
control of the situation, and will inevitably have to leave. (Basic data from AP, Washington Post,
03/19/88; 03/20/88)
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